[Functions and tasks of the psychological rehabilitation of patients with malignant brain tumors].
Based on a holistic understanding of rehabilitation, overall objectives in rehabilitating patients with malignant brain tumour are outlined. On the background of demands to orient rehabilitational efforts more than hitherto on the specific needs of those affected, results obtained from interviewing 36 brain tumour patients are set out, regarding their anxieties as well as factors that were experienced as helpful in the process of coping with the disease. The rank of assistance in adjusting to impending death in rehabilitative work with patients who have malignant brain tumours is discussed. Also, possible reasons are outlined for patients hardly ever talking about their condition's life-threatening nature on their own initiative. A patient-centered approach is advocated for the psychoemotional support of this patient group, implications for training and further education of hospital workers are discussed briefly.